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DING Zhongli meets with 
Andreas Schild, Director 
General of ICIMOD
DING Zhongli, Vice President of the Chinese Academy 
of Sciences (CAS), met with Dr Andreas Schild, Director 
General of ICIMOD on 13 May 2009. Professor DING 
expressed a warm welcome to Dr Schild and said that CAS 
will focus on pushing forward collaboration with ICIMOD 
and will make use of its scientific and technological 
advantage in mountain research to promote the sustainable 
development of the HKH region and improve the living 
standard of the people of the region. Professor DING 
hoped that ICIMOD and China would strengthen the 
exchange of personnel by increasing the number of visiting 
scholars and academic exchanges and collaboration. In 
the meantime, CNICIMOD would enhance substantive 
cooperation and develop a scientific cooperation network 
for the future by cultivating graduate students and sharing 
data with ICIMOD’s regional member countries.

Dr Schild totally agreed with Prof. DING and explained 
that ICIMOD was focusing on three strategic programmes: 
Integrated Water and Hazards Management (IWHM), 
Environmental Change and Ecosystem Services (ECES), 
and Sustainable Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction 
(SLPR). ICIMOD’s overall plan is to develop regional 
cooperation, promote information sharing, raise the level 
of scientific research in the region, strengthen the support 
for government decision-making, and win the support of 
civil society. ICIMOD pays great attention to cooperation 
with CAS and will continue to push forward cooperation 
with CNICIMOD and related institutions and universities 
such as  the Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment 
(IMHE), Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research (ITP), and other 
Chinese institutions. They also discussed the ICIMOD Board 
Executive Committee Meeting to be held in June 2009. 

LV Yonglong, Director General of the Bureau of International 
Cooperation, CAS, YAO Tandong, Director General of 

ITP, CAS, DENG Wei, Secretary General of CNICIMOD 
and Director General of IMHE, CAS, CHANG Xu, Vice 
Director of Bureau of Science and Technology for Resources 
and Environment, CAS, and OUYANG Hua, Programme 
Manager of IWHM, ICIMOD, were present at the meeting.

DING Zhongli heads a 
delegation at the Executive 
Board Meeting of ICIMOD
At the invitation of Dr Andreas Schild, Director General of 
ICIMOD, DING Zhongli, Vice President of CAS, headed 
a delegation to attend the Executive Board Meeting of 
ICIMOD held in Kathmandu, Nepal from 23 to 28 June 
2009. The members of the delegation were YAO Tandong, 
Director General of ITP, CAS, DENG Wei, Secretary 
General of CNICIMOD and Director General of IMHE, 
CAS, DUAN Xiaonan, Officer of General Office, CAS, 
and DONG Qi, Officer of the International Organization 
Division of the Bureau of International Cooperation, CAS. 
Executive board members, independent board members, 
representatives of ICIMOD’s International Support Group, 
invited representatives and observers, and the Deputy 
Director of ICIMOD also attended the meeting. Dr 
Jacqueline Ashby, Chairman of the Programme Advisory 
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Committee gave a report on the achievements, application, 
and extension of ICIMOD projects. Dr Andreas Schild 
presented a report on a special fund set up in 2002 
especially to support projects, giving stronger support to 
projects responding to climate change. Dr Andreas Schild 
also reported that Germany, Switzerland, and Norway 
have unanimously approved the carrying out of a mid-term 
evaluation for ICIMOD’s new strategic plan in July 2010. 

A productive discussion was also held on increasing the 
contribution of regional member countries, ICIMOD’s staff 
employment policy, the establishment of country offices, 
and others. In relation to the contribution by regional 
member countries, Prof. DING Zhongli, who will take over 
the Chair of the Board in November, said in his speech 
that China has already made  a significant contribution 
to ICIMOD and regional cooperation. He also said that 
the Chinese Government would continue to invest in 
scientific research. For example, CAS has initiated  two 
international cooperation projects with ICIMOD: 1) Geo-
Surface Processes and Regional Adaption Strategy under 
Climate Change in the Himalayan Region, and 2) Third 
Pole Environment this year. Furthermore, CAS will increase 
support to CNICIMOD and make CNICIMOD the country 
point for coordination. Professor DING suggested that CAS 
could increase investment and support by research projects 
and workshops on ICIMOD development, and contribute 
through project funds to the cost of international cooperation 
and workshops. It could also promote young scientists by 
providing TWAS scholarships. In addition, CAS could 
support part of the salary of Chinese staff in ICIMOD, as 
a way of increasing input to ICIMOD. Professor DING’s 
proposal received unanimous approval and praise.

The delegation attended a scientific expedition on 27 
June to the middle and lower reaches of the Koshi river 
to explore the area affected by flooding and learn about 
the management of the land, accompanied by Dr Karki, 
Deputy Director General of ICIMOD, Professor OUYANG 
Hua, Programme Manager IWHM, ICIMOD, Mr Pradeep 
Mool, Remote Sensing Specialist, ICIMOD, and Mr Rajen 
Upreti, ICIMOD.

Director General of ICIMOD 
and Division Head, MENRIS 
visit the Institute of Tibetan 
Plateau Research, CAS
At the invitation of YAO Tandong, the Director General of 
Institute of Tibetan Plateau Research (ITP), CAS, Dr Andreas 
Schild, Director General of ICIMOD and Dr OUYANG 
Hua, Programme Manager of IWHM, ICIMOD visited ITP 
on 13 May 2009 and discussed cooperation. Professor 
MA Yaoming, FANG Xiaomin, ZHU Liping, LUO Tianxiang, 
LIU Jingshi, HE Jiankun, TIAN lide, XU Baiqing, and Dr 
KOU Xiangyu attended the meeting.

During the meeting, YAO Tandong briefed the 
attendants on the progress made by ITP and the Third 
Pole Environment project. Dr Andreas Schild strongly 
agreed with the description of the Tibetan Plateau region 
including the Himalayas and the Hindu Kush-Karakorum 
as the Third Pole Region. He hoped that ICIMOD would 
promote the implementation of this project together with 
Chinese partners. They both agreed to explore details of 
cooperation in the near future.

Furthermore, Dr Schild hoped that ICIMOD would 
contribute greatly to the 5th Tibetan Plateau Workshop and 
expressed his heartfelt thanks to the organisers for asking 
ICIMOD to be the co-organiser and inviting him to be the 
keynote speaker. A detailed discussion was then held on 
how to host the workshop.

Basanta Shrestha, Division Head of MENRIS, ICIMOD, 
and his party visited ITP. Professor MA Yaoming, FANG 
Xiaomin, TIAN lide, XU Baiqing, YE Qinghua, Dr KOU 
Xiangyu, and DAI Ying had an in-depth conversation with 
the visitors. Both sides briefly introduced their work and 
discussed future cooperation. After the meeting, the visitors 
looked around the Institute. They reached a consensus 
on obtaining remote sensing data, which will support 
cooperation in the field of remote sensing.
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Dr Andreas Schild visits 
Lanzhou University
Dr Andreas Schild, Director General of ICIMOD, 
visited Lanzhou University on 1 May 2008 to explore 
the possibilities for cooperation between ICIMOD and 
Lanzhou University. JING Tao, Vice President of Lanzhou 
University presided over the meeting. Dr Schild gave a 
brief introduction to ICIMOD and expressed a desire to 
develop cooperation in relation to the Arid and Semi-arid 

Mountain Area research project, training programmes, 
and the popularisation of agricultural techniques. Dr JING 
expressed a warm welcome and thanks to ICIMOD on 
behalf of Lanzhou University and explained a little about 
arid and grassland ecology, the characteristic discipline at 
Lanzhou University. Dr JING hoped to build an even better 
relationship with ICIMOD on the basis of cooperation. 
He concluded that ICIMOD provides great benefits to all 
mankind. Lanzhou University intends to take an active part 
in cooperative projects with ICIMOD and contribute to 
improving people’s living conditions. Dr Schild expressed 
his thanks to Lanzhou University for their support and 
reception, and expressed a desire to sign an MOU with 
Lanzhou University after further discussions.

After the meeting, Dr Schild had discussions with the 
leading members of the departments concerned. He gave a 
report about ICIMOD’s activities and discussed cooperation 
in detail with the participants.

Vice Director of IWHR meets 
with Director General of 
ICIMOD
Dr Andreas Schild, Director General of ICIMOD, visited 
the China Institute of Water Resources and Hydropower 
Research (IWHR) on 13 May 2009. Commissioned by 
the President KUANG Shang-fu, YANG Xiaodong, Vice 
President of IWHR, received the visitors. Dr OUYANG Hua, 
Programme Manager of IWHM, ICIMOD, and experts 
and leaders from the Bureau of International Cooperation, 
CAS, and from the Water Resource Department and Water 
Hazard Research Department of IWHR were present at the 
meeting.

YANG Xiaodong expressed a warm welcome to the visitors 
and gave an overview of the status of IWHR, followed by 
an  introductory film. JIA Yangwen, Chief Engineer of the 
Water Resource Department, and LIANG Zhiyong from the 
Water Hazard Research Department, gave an overview of 
the status of their departments.

Dr Schild expressed his thanks for the hospitable reception. 
He was deeply impressed by this visit. He then briefly 
introduced ICIMOD. He also expressed a wish to enhance 

mutual understanding and invited IWHR to attend ICIMOD 
activities. Mr YANG said that IWHR has a strong and 
talented team in the field of science and technology and 
was ready to cooperate with ICIMOD in their desired 
fields. Mr YANG hoped to enhance mutual understanding 
after this meeting and develop cooperation at the right time. 
During the meeting, Dr Schild and Mr YANG discussed 
some topics of mutual interest. The meeting was conducted 
in a very friendly atmosphere.
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A Strategic Planning Workshop 
on Chinese Committees on 
International Organisations held 
in Beijing
A Strategic Planning Workshop on Chinese Committees 
on International Organisations was held in the Computer 
Network Information Center, CAS, on 26 May 2009. 
The workshop was jointly organised by the Bureau of 
International Cooperation, CAS, and the International 
Department of the China Association for Science and 
Technology. LV Yonglong, Director of the Bureau of 
International Cooperation, CAS, LIANG Yingnan, 
Deputy Head of the International Department of China 
Association for Science and Technology (CAST), and 
CHANG Xu, Deputy Director of the Bureau of Science and 
Technology for Resources and Environment were present. 
Representatives from the Bureau of Life Sciences and 
Biotechnology, CAS, Bureau of Basic Sciences, CAS, and 
18 international organisations attended the meeting.

LV Yonglong presided over the meeting and made an 
important speech. LV said in his speech that there were 
some people who were engaged in international affairs as 
a profession. These people include well-known scientists 
and individuals skilled in management who are familiar 
with international organisations. In order to lay a good 
foundation for obtaining key positions in international 
organisations and promoting international cooperation 
projects, LV encouraged speeding up the development 
of talented people in international organisations and 
taking advantage of opportunities in this regard. In the 
meantime, LV encouraged the development of innovative 
cooperation with partners to study new situations and 
solve new problems. By talking with UNESCO, ICIMOD, 
and other organisations, the Bureau of International 
Cooperation has a clear understanding of international 
organisations’ demands. The Bureau hoped to further 
enhance communication with the International Department 

of the China Association for Science and Technology and 
facilitate the development of human resources. 

LIANG Yingnan gave a detailed introduction to the 
Chinese Committees in CAST and proposed four courses 
of action: 1) Strengthen the organisation and management 
of the Chinese Committees on International Organisations 
and establish guarantee measures and effective work 
mechanisms; 2) Build a contingent of scientists/diplomats 
in a planned way to enjoy the right to speak by being 
involved in decision-making and management; 3) 
Integrate international cooperation into China’s scientific 
development, promote substantive cooperation, and 
develop multidirectional cooperation with international 
organisations; and 4) Enhance communication with related 
international organisations, make full use of international 
resources, and contribute to improving China’s self-
renovation capabilities.

Representatives introduced the international organisations 
in which they participated, followed by a discussion. The 
discussion centred around four topics: faculty appointment 
and the training of potential talent in international 
organisations; how to coordinate international affairs; 
how to develop substantive cooperation relationships; and 
how to promote guarantee mechanisms with international 
organisations. During the meeting, in-depth discussions 
were held on the training of talent, support for international 
meetings and research projects, the evaluation system, and 
other matters of concern. Some important issues will be 
submitted to related departments for discussion to establish 
an effective and sustainable work system and mechanism 
for the development of the Chinese Committees on 
International Organisations.

ICIMOD training course on 
Production and Development 
of Bee Products and Services 
held at Yunnan Agricultural 
University
An inception workshop cum training course for the project 
‘Improving Livelihoods through Knowledge Partnerships 
and Value Chains of Bee Products and Services in the 
Himalayas’ was held in Yunnan Agricultural University from 
23 February to 2 March 2009. Dr Michael Kollmair and 
Dr Farooq Ahmad from ICIMOD, CHENG Wenzhang, 
Vice Director of Yunnan Agricultural University, and YANG 
Yongping, Deputy Director of Kunming Institute of Botany, 
CAS attended and addressed the meeting. HE Shaoyu, 
Director of the East Bee Institute presided. HU Fuliang from 
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Zhejiang University, LIN Zuncheng, Director of Yunnan 
Animal Husbandry Bureau, YUAN Wei, Director of the 
College of Food Science and Technology, and YU Yang 
from the International Cooperation Division of Yunnan 
Agricultural University were present. More than 30 experts 
from ICIMOD’s 8 regional member countries (Afghanistan, 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, China, India, Myanmar, Nepal, and 
Pakistan) and staff and students from Yunnan Agricultural 
University also attended the meeting. 

CHENG Wenzhang expressed congratulations at the 
opening of the training course, extended a warm welcome 
to all the participants on behalf of Yunnan Agricultural 
University, and expressed thanks to ICIMOD for selecting 
Yunnan Agricultural University as the training venue. 
CHENG gave a brief introduction to Yunnan Agricultural 
University and expressed a desire to strengthen cooperation 
with experts from home and abroad to make a greater 
contribution to the development of Yunnan mountain 
farming.

Professor YANG Yongping, Dr Michael Kollmair, and Dr 
Farooq Ahmad aldo expressed their congratulations on the 
opening of the training course and a desire to strengthen 
cooperation to promote the bee industry towards achieving 
sustainable development. LIN Zuncheng introduced the 
survey of the bee industry in Yunnan Province. Professor 
HE Shaoyu gave an overview of the status and history of 
the East Bee Institute, which was established in 1985 and 
expanded in 1992. The institute now has one department 
and six laboratories. In addition, there is a bee products 
processing factory and a resource and products herbarium. 
The East Bee Institute mainly focuses on east bee research 
and carries out research on natural resources of nectar 
producing plants, bee breeding resources, genetic diversity, 
bee culture, and bee pollination technology and services 
in Yunnan Province. The East Bee Institute has formed 
a set of integrated mechanisms for research, teaching, 
technological services, and product development.

Students heard lectures about bee products and services 
given by famous bee experts from China and abroad, 

gained an understanding about the status of China’s bee 
industry, and learned about advanced bee raising and bee 
product processing techniques. They also participated in 
group discussions and field work.

Book published on ‘Planning 
for Wenchuan Reconstruction 
after the Earthquake -- Carrying 
Capacity Evaluation of 
Resource Environment’
The book ‘Planning for Wenchuan Reconstruction after the 
Earthquake -- Carrying Capacity Evaluation of Resource 
Environment’ was published by Science Press on the first 
anniversary of the Wenchuan earthquake. Professor FAN 
Jie, Director of the Centre for Sustainable Development 
in China, is the editor, and Professor ZHOU Chenghu, 
Vice Director of Institute of Geographic Sciences and 
Natural Resources Research (IGSNRR), CAS, Professor GU 
Xingfa, Director of Institute of Remote Sensing Applications 
(IRSA), CAS, Professor DENG Wei, Director of Institute 
of Mountain Hazards and Environment (IMHE), CAS, 
and Professor ZHANG Bing, Vice Director of Center for 
Earth Observation and Digital Earth (CEODE), CAS, are 
the associate editors. The book was compiled jointly by 
7 institutes and more than 150 scientists. It describes the 
theory of and approaches to evaluation of the carrying 
capacity of a resource environment after an earthquake, 
and initiated a plan for the feasible development of the 
region. The book contains text, statistical forms, and an 
atlas.

Evaluation of the resource environment carrying capacity 
was an important task in the planning for the reconstruction 
of Wenchuan, and was organised by the State Council 
and headed by CAS, together with the Ministry of Land 
and Resources PRC, Ministry of Environmental Protection 
PRC, Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development 
PRC, China Earthquake Administration, and China 
Meteorological Administration. Professor DING Zhongli, 
Vice President of CAS, led the evaluation team and FAN 
Jie was the first chief scientist. The Wenchuan reconstruction 
work is advancing steadily, as planned. The completion 
of the evaluation played an important role in this work. 
This book embodies the mission of CAS to solve important 
issues in national economic development. The evaluation 
provided technical support to the Government to help in 
decision-making. This evaluation also reflects CAS’s role 
as a scientific ‘think tank’ and represents a kind of ‘best 
practice’ in relation to ‘innovation for the people; disaster 
relief by technology’. 
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Dissemination Workshop on 
Decision Support Tools and 
Approaches for Integrated 
Mountain Development held in 
Beijing
A dissemination workshop on Decision Support Tools 
and Approaches for Integrated Mountain Development, 
jointly organised by the Institute of Geographic Sciences 
and Natural Resources Research, CAS (IGSNRR), and 
ICIMOD was held in Beijing from 14 to 15 May 2009. 
The Department of Land-cover Change and Land Resources 
and Department of Geospatial Database Construction and 
Sharing jointly hosted the meeting. Nearly 40 experts from 
ICIMOD, IUCN-China, the China Centre for Resource 
Satellite Data and Applications (CRESDA), Institute of 
Tibetan Plateau Research (ITP), CAS, Cold and Arid 
Regions Environment and Engineering Research Institute 
(CAREERI), CAS, China Meteorological Administration, 
Tibetan Autonomous Region Meteorological Administration, 
Beijing Normal University, and the HKKH Partnership 
Project attended the meeting.

Professor OUYANG Hua, Programme Manager of IWHM, 
ICIMOD, presided. Professor CHENG Shengkui, Vice 
President of the China Society on Tibet Plateau and Vice 
Director of IGSNRR gave the welcome address. Dr Andreas 
Schild made a speech on behalf of ICIMOD. Mr Basanta 
Shrestha and Professor ZHANG Yili presented theme 
reports on ‘Decision Support Tools and Approaches’ and 
‘Adaptation Research of Tibetan Plateau in the Context of 
Global Environmental Change’, respectively. Also present 
were Professor ZHOU Chenghu, Vice Director of IGSNRR, 
and Professor ZHANG Linxiu, Independent Board Member 
of ICIMOD.

Participants discussed the different decision support 
tools and approaches and explored how to strengthen 
cooperation and expand international cooperation. They 
also discussed the implementation of the HKKH Project. 

Professor ZHANG Yili and Dr LIU Linshan presented reports 
on the research progress of the HKKH-CHINA project 
and land-cover change in the Everest region, respectively. 
Professor HUANG Heqing presented an update on 
phytoplankton in glaciers and the optical absorption of 
dissolved organic matter. Dr SUN Fanglin presented a 
comparative analysis of meteorology on the southern 
and northern slopes of Mount Everest. The meeting also 
reviewed the progress of the HKKH Partnership Project and 
discussed the extension and potential of new ecological 
system management tools and approaches. The meeting 
laid a good foundation for further international cooperation.

Afghanistan Delegation Visits 
Lanzhou University
At the invitation of Lanzhou University, the first ‘Dryland 
Agriculture and NRM Technologies Extension’ delegation 
visited Lanzhou University on 30 May 2009, guided by Dr 
Ashutosh Mohanty, Human and Institutional Development, 
ICIMOD. The delegation attended training activities on 
dryland agricultural techniques, rangeland management, 
animal husbandry production, artificial cultures, and 
greenhouse production. JING Tao, Vice President of 
Lanzhou University, met with the delegation in the afternoon 
of 5 June 2009.
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During the meeting, JING welcomed the delegation and 
had a friendly talk. He expressed a wish to promote 
cooperation with ICIMOD after the visit. Dr Ashutosh 
Mohanty introduced ICIMOD and the purpose of this 
training programme and expressed his appreciation to 
Lanzhou University for conducting the programme. He also 
congratulated Lanzhou University on behalf of ICIMOD 
on its 100th anniversary. At the end of the meeting, 
JING conferred training diplomas on the members of the 
delegation.

The second ‘Research and Networking’ delegation from 
Afghan universities visited Lanzhou University from 6 to 11 
July 2009, guided by Dr Diederik Prakke, Head of Human 
and Institutional Development, ICIMOD. ZHOU Xuhong, 
Director of Lanzhou University, met with the delegation 
on 7 July 2009. ZHOU welcomed the delegates and 
gave a brief introduction to Lanzhou University. He 
expressed a desire to enhance communication with 
ICIMOD and Afghan universities. Dr Diederik Prakke 
expressed his appreciation to Lanzhou University. Professor 
Hamidullah Amin, Director of Kabul University, discussed 
the development of higher education in Afghanistan and 
congratulated Lanzhou University on its 100th anniversary.

348th Session of the Xiangshan Science 

Conference

Ecological Geochemical 
Environment and Public Health
Under the theme of eco-geochemical environment and 
health, the 348th Session of the Xiangshan Science 
Conference convened from 21 to 23 April 2009 in 
Beijing. The meeting was co-chaired by XIE Xuejin, a 
research professor from the China Academy of Geology; 
LI Jiaxi, a research professor from the National Center for 
Geological Tests and Measurement; Shou Jiahua, a senior 
engineer from the Ministry of Territorial Land and Resources; 
ZHANG Hongtao, a research professor from the Ministry 
of Territorial Land and Resources; Fang Keding, a research 
professor from the information centre of the above Ministry; 
and Xi Xiaohuan, a senior engineer from China Geological 
Survey.

Experts and scholars from various fields were invited to 
discuss the following topics: the eco-geochemical process 
and its behavioural mechanisms; disastrous hazard 
potentials in eco-geochemistry and early warning research; 
carbon storage in China’s soil versus global change; 
and the health effects of changes in the eco-geochemical 
environment. Keynote round-up reports were made by 
ZHANG Hongtao under the title ‘Eco-geochemistry: 

History and developmental trends’ and by XI Xiaohuan, 
under the title ‘Eco-geochemistry: Key scientific issues and 
their applicable practice’. Reports were presented on the 
following central research topics: Eco-geochemical research 
into nationwide municipal/lacustrine systems (by CHENG 
Hangxin); Eco-geochemical research into nationwide 
farmlands/fluvial systems (by YANG Zhongfang); Carbon 
storage in China’s soil and related carbon circulation (by 
XI Xiaohuan); and Impacts of eco-geochemical environment  
changes on public health (by LIU Xiaoduan).

Inception Workshop on Geo-
Surface Processes and Regional 
Adaption to Climate Change in 
the Himalayan Region held in 
Chengdu
An Inception Workshop on Geo-Surface Processes and 
Regional Adaption to Climate Change in the Himalayan 
Region was held at the Institute of Mountain Hazards and 
Environment (IMHE), Chengdu on 10 July 2009. Experts 
from IMHE, Institute of Geographic Sciences and Natural 
Resources Research, Cold and Arid Regions Environmental 
and Engineering Research Institute, Chengdu Institute of 
Biology, and the Bureau of International Cooperation 
attended the workshop. Professor DENG Wei and ZHANG 
Yili presided.

DENG Wei gave a detailed introduction to the project. 
ZHANG Yili explained how to conduct scientific 
investigation and field work in this field. Participants 
made presentations on their work (current and planned). 
Discussions were then held on some issues of concern and 
a common consensus reached. As a key project of CAS, 
the aim of this project is to build up a mass of resources, 
both at home and through the scientists at ICIMOD, to 
develop closer cooperation with ICIMOD’s regional 
member countries on basic research; carry out field 
investigations, observations, and simulator investigations 
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in a typical transboundary area in the Himalayan region; 
adopt inversion analysis methods for multi-source spatial-
data; carry out integrated research on the evolution of 
the hydrological cycle and terrestrial ecosystems and 
environment hazards under climate change; and lay 
a good foundation for the sustainable management of 
multilateral resources and international cooperation.

ICIMOD-CNICIMOD Planning 
Workshop held in Chengdu
A jointly organised ICIMOD-CNICIMOD Planning 
Workshop was held in Chengdu on 24 and 25 August 
2009. CHANG Qing, Vice Director of National Science 
Fundation of China (NSFC), CAO Jinghua, Vice Director 
of the Bureau of International Cooperation, CAS, WANG 
Zhenyu and DONG Qi from the International Organization 
Division, and experts from Yunnan, Gansu, Tibet, Beijing, 
and Sichuan attended the meeting. A five-member 
delegation from ICIMOD, headed by Dr Karki, Deputy 
Director General of ICIMOD, was also present.

Representatives from ICIMOD, NSFC, CAS, and 
CNICIMOD discussed the planning process at the 

preparatory meeting held on 24 August. Professor DENG 
Wei, Director General of IMHE and Secretary General of 
CNICIMOD welcomed and thanked the participants. In his 
speech, CAO reaffirmed that CAS will continue to focus on 
the work of ICIMOD, and further strengthen the leadership 
and give stronger support to CNICIMOD to play a bigger 
role in international cooperation. CHANG expressed a 
wish to establish closer collaboration with ICIMOD at a 
higher level in the future. Representatives from ICIMOD 
introduced the Centre’s strategy and plans at the meeting.

On 25 August, presentations were given and group 
discussions held. Representatives gave a detailed 
introduction about cooperation and discussed the 
implementation plan for the projects in China. The 
participants highly appreciated the work done by 
CNICIMOD since its establishment and put forward 
constructive suggestions. During the closing ceremony, Dr 
Karki thanked the participants for their contributions and 
expressed his heartfelt thanks on behalf of ICIMOD for 
the meticulous organisation of the meeting. Professor WEI 
Fangqiang gave the closing remarks and pointed out that 
the meeting not only brought out useful suggestions, but also 
provided an opportunity for local institutions to exchange 
experiences.

China considers ICIMOD as a valuable platform 
for increasing scientific exchange and regional 
cooperation among countries of the Himalaya


