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The Disaster

Earthquake:

Time: at 14:28 04 on May 12, 2008
Lefitudez 31.0° N

Longitude: 103.4° E

Depth: 33 km

Magnitude: Richter 8.0

The grectest intensity: 11 degrees

Earthquake feeling

The earthquake in Wenchuan on 12th May was the
strongest in China since 1949, The diredly and seriousk
affedted areas corered 100,000 square kilometres,

MxNex4s80%8 8 R

HERRRENANNT

b L)
SHI28 1285

&8
LU SENT

including counties around the epicentre within 50 km and
large and medm-sized aties wathin 200 km. Beyjing,
Shanghai, Tianjin, Ningaa, Gansu, Qinghai, Shamxi
Shawd, Bhandong, Hebel, Henan, Anhui, Hubei, Hunan,
Chongqing, Guizhow, Yunnasn, Inner Mongolia Guangxi,
Tibet, Jiangsw, Zhejiang, Lisoning, and other provinces,
cities, and settlements nationwide clearlyfelt the eathquake.
It was also felt to varying degrees in Heilongjiang, Jilin, and
Hinjiang in China and as far away as the Thai capital
Bangkok, and the Vietamese capital Hanoi among others

Newsletter of the
Chinese Committee on

ICIMOD

Intemdticnal Centre for
Integrated Mountain
Development

Volume 2 / No.2

October 2008 FOR MOUNTAINS AND PEOPLE

The human cost

Dead: 69,225
Missing: 17,923
Injured: 374,640
Affected: 46.24 million

Causes of the earthquake

The Wenchuan earthquake occurred on the southeast edge
of the Qingha-Tibet Platean, in the centre of Mount
Longmenshan in westem Sichuan province, along the
Wenchuan-Maowen fault zone. The northward movement
of the Indian Ocem plate squeezes the Eurasian plate
causing uplift of the Qinghai-Tibet Platem, and on the
mainland scale the seismic activity in Central and east
Asia 15 due to this collision. At the same time, the
eastward movement of the Indian Ocean plate also
squeezes the Sichuan Basin. The focal mechanism of the
earthquake was the northeastward thrust, with a single
direction of movements in a southwest to northeast
migration which caused squeeze-thrust earthquake
aftershocks spreading to the north and east after the main
shock The process of dissemination and stress release has
been slow, resulting in extremely intense aftershocks
continung for a long time.
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Disaster Relief

The Chinese Academy of Sciences

organises active involvement of
scientists and technicians in the
earthquake relief

On 12th May in the evening, after the meeting of the CPC
Central Commuttee Political Bureau and State Council on
earthquake relief, Lu Yongaang, President of the Chinese
Academy of Seiences (CAS), gave urgent mstructions to
provide the scentific and technological resources needed
for services and consultation to central and local
governments in disaster monitoring, ad prevention and
response to secondary disasters. The Executive Vice
President, Ba Chunli, Deputy Secretary of the CAD party
group, gave a briefing on the earthquake situation during a
moming video meeting on 13th May, made arrangements
for the earthquake relief work of the Chinese Academy of
Selences, nd put forward specific requirements.

CASD issued an wrgent circular demanding that all relevant
units quickly gather forces to carry out active research in
disaster monitoring, and prevention amd response to
secondary disasters with the help of reserves of high-tech
and environmental resources in earthquake knowledge,
remote sensing, emergency rescue, communication
transp ort, logistics, and others that play an important role
in earthquake relief work.

Mobilisation video meeting on
technology innovation for the

people disaster relief by technology
held in Chengdu

On 18th May, Bai Chunli, the Executive Vice President of
the Chinese Academy of Gciences, Deputy Secretary of the
party group, head of the group leading the earthquake
relief work, and representative of the CAS Party Group,
visited the CAD Chengdu Branch and offered his
condolences to the affected units, staff members, and
young students, and hosted a mobilisation video meeting
on 'Technology innovation for the people disaster relief by
technology'. He stressed that in order to further mobilise all
the institutions to collect information and data they first
had to prowide scientific and technological support to the
earthquake relief in a contiming spirit of collaboration
between disciplines and units.

Commissioned by President Lu Yongxiang, Vice

MOD |02

Chairman of the NPC [tanding Committee, on behalf of
the CAS Party Group, Bai Chunli expressed their deep
condolences to the victims and injured and their families of
Huaxi Garden of Betjing Botany Institute and Chengdu
Biological Institute. He also paid tribute to the
scientific research personnel working at the forefront
of the earthquake relief Bai Chunli indicated that
since the disaster occurred, the relevant institutions of
CAD have initiated a number of projects using their
accumulated knowledge and data, and carrying out

the role of a 'technological army serving the earthquake
relief itself and also playing a positive role in 'Technology
nnovation for the people disaster relief by technolo gy’

Bai Chunli stressed that the Chinese Academy of Sciences
15 an academy of the people throughout the country. It is
our duty-bound responsibility to provide references for
decision-making in the earthquake relief work of the state.
He pointed out that research wnits should further strengthen
their capacity in interpretation of remote sensing image
maps of the landslide, buildings, roads, water conservation,
and infrastructure and carry out a systems analysis to
produce accurate, scientific, malytical and advisory reposts
It 1s necessary to focus closely on the earthquake relief and
reconstruction work and prediction of secondary disasters,
psychological assistance to post-earthquake relief, the
impact on China's economy and society, and prevention
and control of epidemics. All of these information and
advisory reports can provide advice and a scientific basis
for central command decision-making and the relevant
state departments




